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Women.
DESDEMONA.........Mrs. Quon.
EMILIA         .........    Mrs. Stevens.
About a thousand tickets were issued for the notable performance; Drury Lane was taken for one night at a cost of ^150, and nearly ^"1000 was spent upon the dresses. On the night, the house was filled with persons of the first fashion; the Prince and Princess of Wales, and other members of the royal family, were in the stage-box, stars and garters glittered from the upper galleries, diamonds and embroidery shone from every corner of the house. Lord Orford, in his Memoirs, says that there was so much fashionable excitement about the performance that, though the ;th was fixed for the Naturalization Bill, yet "the House adjourned to attend at Drury Lane, where Othello was acted by a Mr. Delaval and his family, who had hired the theatre on purpose. The crowd of people of fashion was so great that the footman's gallery was hung with ribands." So large was the crowd outside, that the ladies and gentlemen had to leave their coaches and chairs and wade through dust and filth to get to the house; and " many stars and garters appeared in the public-houses adjacent to the theatre, to wait for entrance with greater safety." All this was, we must remember, in honour of Mr. Macklin's eminence as a theatrical instructor; and, could we but believe the criticisms on the performance that have come down to us, it was indeed worthy of such an audience. " There was a force,7' says Kirkman, " that no theatrical piece acted upon any private Stage ever came up to." Sir Francis Delaval's Othello was " doubtless one of the finest ever produced on a stage ; " " his expression of anguish by the monosyllable 'Oh!' was